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Central Europe is not Just a 
’Meteorological Concept’, 
but a ’Spiritual Kingdom’

S]UUIZa
<PM�TM[[WV[�_M�TMIZVML�NZWU�\PM���\P�KMV\]Za��UWZM�XZMKQ[MTa�\PM�XMZQWL�\PI\�JMOIV�_Q\P�\PM�
¼<ZQIVWV�8MIKM�<ZMI\a¼�IVL��[MMUQVOTa��TI[\ML�]V\QT�\PM�KPIVOM�WN �ZMOQUM��[\QTT�PI^M�IV�QUXIK\�
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KWUM�\W�\PM�NWZM�IOIQV�\W�[]KP�IV�M`\MV\�QV�JW\P�XWTQ\QKIT�IVL�X]JTQK�LQ[KW]Z[M��<PM�ZMKMV\�
1V\MZVI\QWVIT�-]KPIZQ[\QK�+WVOZM[[�QV�0]VOIZa�IVL�\PM�^Q[Q\[�WN �\PM�8WXM�\W�*]LIXM[\�IVL�
;TW^ISQI�LZM_�I\\MV\QWV�\W�\PM�QUXWZ\IVKM�WN �W]Z�ZMOQWV�QV�\PM�XZWUW\QWV�WN �QV\MZNIQ\P�LQ-
ITWO]M�IVL�XMIKM��1V�\PM�NWTTW_QVO�[\]La��_M�M`IUQVM�PW_�[\ZWVOTa�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXMIVVM[[�
Q[�TQVSML�\W�\PM�XZQVKQXTM[�WN �+PZQ[\QIVQ\a�IVL�PW_�\PM[M�XZQVKQXTM[�KIV�LM\MZUQVM�\PM�N]\]ZM�
of  the region.

Ce n T r a l eu ro p e

=V\QT�\PM�M`Q[\MVKM�WN �\PM�)][\ZW�0]VOIZQIV�5WVIZKPa��Q\�_I[�VW\�VMKM[[IZa�\W�KZMI\M�I�[MXI-
ZI\M�¼WV\WTWOa¼�QV�WZLMZ�\W�M`XTIQV�\PM�M\PVQKITTa�IVL�ZMTQOQW][Ta�LQ^MZ[M�M`Q[\MVKM�WN �W]Z�ZM-
OQWV��?Q\P�UWZM�IVL�TM[[�MV\P][QI[U�W^MZ�\PM�aMIZ[��\PM�VI\QWVITQ\QM[�TQ^QVO�PMZM�UILM�\PM�
ZMOQWV�WVM�WN �\PM�UW[\�LaVIUQKITTa�LM^MTWXQVO�ZMOQWV[�QV�\PM�_WZTL�QV�\PM�MIZTa��!��[�� QV�
\MZU[�WN �MKWVWUa��[KQMVKM�IVL�\PM�IZ\[��)T\PW]OP�\PMZM�_MZM�[\Z]OOTM[��]VLMZ�\PM�JIVVMZ�WN �
0IJ[J]ZO�+I\PWTQKQ[U��M\PVQK�IVL�ZMTQOQW][�\WTMZIVKM�_I[�IKPQM^ML�QV�I�_Ia�\PI\�KZMI\ML�I�
[WKQM\a�KIXIJTM�WN �LaVIUQK�LM^MTWXUMV\��0W_M^MZ��VW\�M^MZaWVM�_I[�PIXXa�_Q\P�\PQ[�[\ZWVO�
[\I\M��)ZKPIQK�[\Z]K\]ZM[�_MZM�[_MX\�I_Ia�Ja�I�VM_�_QVL�WN �TQJMZITQ[U�IVL�UI\MZQITQ[U�Ja�\PM�
time of  World War I.

<PM�QUXIK\�WN �¹<ZQIVWV�º�\PM�¹>QMVVI�,MKQ[QWV[�º�IVL�\PM�aMIZ[�WN �[WKQITQ[U�WV�\PM�ZMOQ-
WV�PI[�TML�\W�\PM�VMML�NWZ�ZMKWV[\Z]K\QWV��WZ�UWZM�XZMKQ[MTa�ZMLQ[KW^MZa��?PI\�\PM[M�XZWKM[[M[�
PI^M�ZM[]T\ML�QV�Q[�\WLIa�KITTML�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�

*]\�_PI\�M`IK\Ta�Q[�\PQ[�MV\Q\a'�-V\P][QI[\QK�I\\MUX\[�_MZM�UILM�\W�LMÅVM�\PQ[�QV�\PM�MIZTa�
�!!�[��J]\�\WLIa�WVTa�\PM�XZIK\QKIT�MKWVWUQK�I[XMK\[�\PI\�LMÅVM�\PM�>��KWTTIJWZI\QWV�ZMUIQV��
0W_M^MZ��Q\�_W]TL�JM�\QUMTa�\W�TWWS�I\�LMMXMZ�NW]VLI\QWV[�I[�_MTT�

Ce n T r a l eu ro p e:  a  Cu lT u r a l Is l a n D o r a sa n D ba r? 

<PM�XWTQ\QKIT�]VQ\a�WN �+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�LQ[QV\MOZI\ML�I�P]VLZML�aMIZ[�IOW�I[�I�ZM[]T\�WN �\PM�NITT�
WN �\PM�)][\ZW�0]VOIZQIV�5WVIZKPa��0W_M^MZ��\PM�NWZUMZ�KWV\QVMV\IT�MUXQZM�PI[�[]Z^Q^ML�
QV�UIVa�MTMUMV\[�IVL�[\QTT�M`Q[\[�\WLIa��6W\�WVTa�QV�\PM�M`Y]Q[Q\M�[\WVM[�WN �Q\[�J]QT\�PMZQ\IOM��
J]\�IT[W�QV�\PM�KWUUWV�K]T\]ZIT�PMZQ\IOM�WN �\PM�XMWXTM�TQ^QVO�PMZM��_PQKP�Q[�[]KP�I�[\ZWVO�
TQVS�\PI\�Q\�KIV�JZQLOM�\PM�OIX[�IZQ[QVO�NZWU�LQٺMZQVO�QV\MZM[\[�\PI\�UISM�KWM`Q[\MVKM�LQٻK]T\��
<PMZM�IZM�XTMV\a�WN �[]KP�OIX[��1\�Q[�MVW]OP�\W�TWWS�I\�\PM�LQٺMZMV\�LMUWOZIXPQK�QV\MZM[\[�WN �
\PM�KW]V\ZQM[�QV�\PM�ZMOQWV"�MIKP�WN �\PMU�[MMS[�\W�ÅTT�\PM�IZMI�Q\�LWUQVI\M[�I[�U]KP�I[�XW[[QJTM�
_Q\P� Q\[�W_V�M\PVQKQ\a��UIZOQVITQbQVO�VI\QWVIT�UQVWZQ\QM[��)[� \PM�ZMOQWV� Q[�M\PVQKITTa�UQ`ML�
IVL�LQ^MZ[M��\PM�VI\QWVIT�PIJQ\I\�WN �\PM�XMWXTM�TQ^QVO�PMZM�ITUW[\�M^MZa_PMZM�M`\MVL[�JMaWVL�
VI\QWVIT�JWZLMZ[�IVL�\PM�X]Z[]Q\�WN �M`KT][Q^Q\a�Q[�I�[W]ZKM�WN �[MZQW][�KWVÆQK\[�WN �QV\MZM[\��;QVKM�
\PM�NITT�WN �\PM�)][\ZW�0]VOIZQIV�5WVIZKPa��UIVa�[]KP�KWVÆQK\[�PI^M�\ISMV�XTIKM�IVL�aM\��
+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�Q[�[\QTT�]VQ\ML�Ja�[WUM\PQVO�

?PI\�Q[�\PQ[�XW_MZ'�1[�Q\�\PM�KWUUWV�K]T\]ZM'�8MZPIX[�Q\�Q[�\PM�[XQZQ\]IT�TQVS�\PI\�]V-
LMZXQV[�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXMIVVM[[�IVL�Q[�XIZ\�WN �\PM�-]ZWXMIV�K]T\]ZM��?M�U][\�ZMITQbM�\PI\�
-]ZWXMIV�K]T\]ZM��_PQKP�XZW^QLM[�-]ZWXMIV�^IT]M[��Q[�I�KWZV]KWXQI�WN �[PILM[�_PQKP�KIV�
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WVTa�JM�[MMV�I[�I�]VQÅML��WZOIVQK�_PWTM��IV�ITT�MVKWUXI[[QVO�[a[\MU�\PI\�QV\MZXZM\[�ITT�
\PM�ÆI^W]Z[�WN �TQNM�KWZZM[XWVLQVOTa��1�IU�\PQVSQVO�VW\�WVTa�WN �\PM�LQٺMZMV\�*abIV\QVM�IVL�
:WUIV�PMZQ\IOM��WZ�WN �\PM�LQٺMZMV\�K]T\]ZIT�JIKSOZW]VL[�WN �\PM�8ZW\M[\IV\�IVL�VWV�8ZW-
\M[\IV\�XMWXTM��J]\�IT[W�WN �\PM�U]KP�TWKIT��ZMOQWVIT�[XMKQÅKQ\a�QV�-]ZWXM��=VQ\a�QV�LQ^MZ[Q\a�
·�_M�KW]TL�[Ia�Q[�IT[W�XIZ\�WN �\PM�-]ZWXMIV�K]T\]ZM�J]\��QN �\PMZM�Q[�VW�]VQÅML�ITT�MVKWU-
XI[[QVO��OMVMZIT�Z]TM��\PMV�\PMZM�Q[�VW�]VQ\a��WVTa�[QUQTIZQ\a��<PM�K]T\]ZM�WN �+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�
Q[�[W�LQ^MZ[M�\PI\�Q\�MVZQKPM[�\PM�OZMI\�-]ZWXMIV�K]T\]ZIT�MV^QZWVUMV\�

)�OWWL�M`IUXTM�WN �I�[WKQIT�ZMIK\QWV�[\MUUQVO�NZWU�LQٺMZMV\�K]T\]ZIT�PMZQ\IOM�IVL�
[MV[Q\Q^Q\QM[� Q[� \PM� SVMMTQVO� JMNWZM� QV\MZVI\QWVIT� NWW\JITT� UI\KPM[� L]ZQVO� \PM� IV\PMU��
_PQKP�PI[�ZMKMV\Ta�[XZMIL�\W�?M[\MZV�-]ZWXMIV�KW]V\ZQM[�\PI\�WVKM�PIL�W^MZ[MI[�KWTWVQM[�
IVL� \WWS� \PMQZ� [PIZM�WN � \PM� [TI^M�J][QVM[[��>QM_ML� NZWU�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�� \PM[M� NWZUMZ�
[TI^M�PWTLQVO�?M[\MZV�KW]V\ZQM[�OIQVML�MVWZUW][�_MIT\P�XIZ\Ta�L]M�\W�\PM�[a[\MU�WN �[TI^-
MZa��<PMa�PI^M�MVRWaML�ITT�Q\[�JMVMÅ\[�NWZ�KMV\]ZQM[��IVL�\PQ[�PI[�KWV\ZQJ]\ML��IUWVO�W\PMZ�
\PQVO[��\W�\PM�NIK\�\PI\�\PM�ÅVIVKQIT�KMV\MZ[�WN �\PM�-]ZWXMIV�KWV\QVMV\�PI^M�UW^ML�_M[\�
·�IVL�\PMa�IZM�[\QTT�\PMZM��0W_M^MZ��+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�Q[�NZMM�NZWU�\PM�PMI^a�ZIKQ[\�J]ZLMV�
WN �[TI^MZa��<PMZM�_I[�VW�[WKQIT�WZ�M\PVQK�KWVÆQK\�JM\_MMV�\PM�_PQ\M�IVL�JTIKS�ZIKM[��VW�
MKWVWUQK��XWTQ\QKIT�WZ�W\PMZ�M`XTWQ\I\QWV�PMZM�·�VW\�TMI[\�JMKI][M�\PM�JTIKS�XWX]TI\QWV�QV�
the area is minimal.

0W_M^MZ��\PM�QV[\Q\]\QWV�WN �[TI^MZa�IT[W�IٺMK\ML�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM��J]\�QV�\PM�WXXW[Q\M�
_Ia"�QV�\PM�5QLLTM�)OM[��\PM�ZIQLMZ[�WN �\PM�<]ZSQ[P�-UXQZM��_PQKP�[XIVVML�\PZMM�KWV\Q-
VMV\[��LZIOOML�P]VLZML[�WN �\PW][IVL[�WN �\PM�XWX]TI\QWV�WN �+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�\W�1[\IVJ]T�
WZ�M^MV�N]Z\PMZ�IÅMTL��5IQVTa�0]VOIZQIV[��J]\�IT[W�W\PMZ�XMWXTM[�TQ^QVO�QV�\PM�\MZZQ\WZa�WN �
\PM�NWZUMZ�3QVOLWU�WN �0]VOIZa��[]KP�I[�;TW^IS[��+ZWI\[�IVL�:WUIVQIV[� <P][��_PQTM�
?M[\MZV�-]ZWXM�MVRWaML�\PM�MKWVWUQK�IL^IV\IOM�WN �\PM�QV[\Q\]\QWV�WN �[TI^MZa�NWZ�KMV\]-
ZQM[��M�O���\PM�*MTOQIV�+WVOW���+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�[]ٺMZML�NZWU�Q\�NWZ�KMV\]ZQM[��1\�Q[�\PMZMNWZM�
WٺMV[Q^M�\W�SVMMT�PMZM��UWZMW^MZ��Q\�Q[�M^MV�K]T\]ZITTa�]V][]IT���_PQKP��QV�KWV\ZI[\�\W�\PM�
WZQOQVIT�?M[\MZV� QV\MV\�� QV� \PQ[�IZMI�KWV^Ma[� \PM�UM[[IOM� \PI\� NWZUMZ�KWTWVQIT� MUXQZM[�
IZM�NWZKQVO�\PM�XMWXTM[�WVKM�\WZUMV\ML�Ja�\PM�QV[\Q\]\QWV�WN �[TI^MZa�\W�IXWTWOQbM�NWZ�\PM�
[XQZQ\]ITTa�LMXZM[[QVO�TMOIKa�WN �[TI^MZa��<PI\�Q[��\PM�^QK\QU�[PW]TL�IXWTWOQbM�JMKI][M�\PM�
[QVVMZ�PI[�KWUUQ\\ML�I�[QV�IOIQV[\�\PM�^QK\QU��IVL�_PMV�\PM�^QK\QU�ZMRMK\[�Q\��\PM�[QVVMZ�
LMKTIZM[�\PMU�ZIKQ[\[��<W�I^WQL�\PQ[��_M�_W]TL�WVTa�VMML�\W�OM\�\W�SVW_�MIKP�W\PMZ�JM\\MZ��
<WTMZIVKM��I�-]ZWXMIV�^IT]M�[\MUUQVO�NZWU�+PZQ[\QIVQ\a��JMOQV[�_Q\P�]VLMZ[\IVLQVO�IVL�
VW\�_Q\P�TIJMTTQVO��.WZ�\PQ[��PW_M^MZ��\PM�QLMI[�WN �+PZQ[\QIVQ\a�[PW]TL�JM�KWV[QLMZML�I[�ZMIT��
TQ^QVO��-]ZWXMIV�^IT]M[��<PQ[�Q[�WVM�WN �\PM�Y]M[\QWV[�\PI\�LQ^QLM�-]ZWXM"�PW_�[PW]TL�\PM�
KWV\QVMV\�ZMTI\M�\W�Q\[�+PZQ[\QIV�ZWW\['�1V�\PM�?M[\��Q\�PI[�JMMV�M`KMMLML�QV�UIVa�ZM[XMK\[��
J]\�VW\�aM\�QV�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�

;W�_PI\�Q[�\PM�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXMIV�;\ZI\MOa'�?PI\�UILM�\PM�K]T\]ZM�WN �\PM�XMWXTM�PMZM�
[]KKM[[N]T'�=VLMZ[\IVLQVO��7N �KW]Z[M��\PQ[�_I[�VW\�MI[a"�\PMa�_MV\�\PZW]OP�_IZ[��NIQT]ZM[�
IVL�JZMISLW_V[�]V\QT�\PMa�ZMKWOVQbML�\PQ[�IVL�TMIZVML�\PM�TM[[WV�\PI\�QV�IV�IZMI�[W�M\PVQ-
KITTa�UQ`ML��\PMZM�Q[�VW�W\PMZ�_Ia�\W�TQ^M�\WOM\PMZ�XMIKMN]TTa�
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Ce n T r a l eu ro p e:  a  re G I o n ve r s u s a  su b r e G I o n?

.WZ�I�TWVO�\QUM��X]JTQK�KWV[KQW][VM[[�PI[�LQ^QLML�-]ZWXM��JW\P�OMWOZIXPQKITTa�IVL�XWTQ\QKITTa�
QV\W�\_W�XIZ\["�?M[\MZV�-]ZWXM�IVL�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM��<PQ[�¹OMVMZW][º�LQ^Q[QWV�Q[�UWZM�IK-
KMX\ML�\PM�UWZM�_M�OW�\W�\PM�?M[\��,]M�\W�\PM�KPIVOM[�\PI\�IZM�\ISQVO�XTIKM��I�UWZM�KWUXTM`��
UWZM�XZMKQ[M�LMÅVQ\QWV�WN �\PM�ZMOQWV�Q[�VMMLML�\WLIa��;WUM�0]VOIZQIV�PQ[\WZQIV[��QVKT]LQVO�
1[\^nV�0IRVIT��� 2MV˟�;b�K[2�� 1[\^nV�*QJ~��� ZMOIZL�+MV\ZIT�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM� �*QJ~�������� IV�
QVLMXMVLMV\�ZMOQWV��;b͒K[���! ����<PM�0]VOIZQIV�PQ[\WZQIV�-UQT�6QMLMZPI][MZ�[\QTT�KWV[QLMZ[�
IVL�IKKMX\[�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM�I[�I�PQ[\WZQKIT�KWVKMX\��+MV\ZIT�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM��QV�PQ[�^QM_��Q[�
WVTa�I�[]J�ZMOQWV��IT\PW]OP�\PQ[�[]J�ZMOQWV�PI[�_MTT�LMÅVML�KPIZIK\MZQ[\QK[�

<PM�\_W�IXXZWIKPM[�LW�VW\�KWVÆQK\��J]\�ZI\PMZ�KWUXTMUMV\�MIKP�W\PMZ�IVL�PMTX�\W�JM\\MZ�
]VLMZ[\IVL�\PM�KPIVOM[�\PI\�JMOIV�QV�\PM�TI\M��! �[��-UQT�6QMLMZPI][MZ4 considers the fol-
TW_QVO�\W�JM�\PM�UW[\�QUXWZ\IV\�NMI\]ZM[�WN �LM^MTWXUMV\�QV�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM��6QMLMZPI][MZ��
�����"

 · <PM�UW[\�QUXWZ\IV\�KPIZIK\MZQ[\QK�WN �\PM�ZMOQWV�Q[�\PM�^IZQML�IVL�UQ`ML�M\PVQK�KWUXW-
sition. It is noticeable that the number of  nations here is much larger than in Western 
-]ZWXM��<PQ[�NIK\�Q[�IT[W�QUXWZ\IV\�JMKI][M�Q\�Q[�WVM�WN �\PM�UIQV�LZQ^MZ[�WN �ITT�PQ[\WZQKIT�
LM^MTWXUMV\�

 · <PMZM�IZM�KMV\]ZQM[�WTL�\ZILQ\QWV[�WN �TIOOQVO�JMPQVL�\PM�?M[\��-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM�JMOIV�
Q\[�XI\P�WN �UMLQM^IT�LM^MTWXUMV\�TI\MZ�\PIV�?M[\MZV�-]ZWXM��<PM�7\\WUIV�<]ZSQ[P�
KWVY]M[\�[M\�JIKS�\PM�XIKM�WN �LM^MTWXUMV\��<PM�OMWOZIXPQKIT�TWKI\QWV�WN �\PM�MI[\MZV�
XIZ\�WN �\PM�KWV\QVMV\�Q[�IT[W�I�LMKQ[Q^M�NIK\WZ�

 · <PM�VI\QWVIT�LM^MTWXUMV\�\PI\�JMOIV�QV�\PM�� th�KMV\]Za�IVL�\PM�ÅZ[\�PITN �WN �\PM��!th 

KMV\]Za� QV�?M[\MZV�-]ZWXM�WJ[K]ZML�IVL� [WN\MVML� [WKQIT� KWV\ZILQK\QWV[�� 1V�-I[\MZV�
-]ZWXM��\PM�LQٺMZMVKM[�_MZM�ZMKWOVQbML�QV�VI\QWVIT�KI\MOWZQM[��NWZ�M`IUXTM��»0]VOI-
ZQIV¼�UMIV\�VWJQTQ\a�NWZ�:WUIVQIV[�IVL�»:WUIVQIV¼�UMIV\�[MZNLWU�NWZ�0]VOIZQIV[�

 · .WZ�\PM�^I[\�UIRWZQ\a�QV�\PM�ZMOQWV��[\I\M�XW_MZ�[MMU[�IJ[WT]\Q[\��TQUQ\TM[[��IVL�ITUW[\�
]VXZMLQK\IJTM�

 · 1V�\PM�?M[\��\PM�UWLMZV�IOM�PI[�LMXZQ^ML�Z]TMZ[�WN �\PM�NIK\WZ�WN �^WKI\QWV��<PM�LQ^QVM�
^WKI\QWV�QV�\PM�-I[\�_I[�ZMXTIKML�Ja�\PM�ZM^WT]\QWVIZa�^WKI\QWV��\PM�UM[[QIVQK�XZWUQ[M�
WN �KWUU]VQ[U��<PMZM�PI[�ZMITTa�JMMV�VW�KPIVOM�QV�\PM�_Ia�\PM�UMKPIVQ[U�_WZS[�

 · 1V�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM�� \PM�VI\QWVIT�UWUMV\]U�Q[� \PM�UW[\� QUXWZ\IV\� NWZ�PQ[\WZQKIT�LM-
^MTWXUMV\��0W_M^MZ��I�XMK]TQIZ�XIZILW`�WN �PQ[\WZQKIT�LM^MTWXUMV\�Q[�\PI\�\PMZM�PI^M�
JMMV�U]T\QVI\QWVIT�MUXQZM[�QV�\PQ[�ZMOQWV�NWZ�UIVa�KMV\]ZQM["�\PM�7\\WUIV��0IJ[J]ZO��
8WTQ[P�4Q\P]IVQIV��IVL�:][[QIV�-UXQZM[�

 · ?PMV� \PM� KWVKMX\� WN � \PM� VI\QWV�[\I\M� _I[� JWZV�� M^MZaWVM� QV� -]ZWXM� NWTTW_ML� \PM�
.ZMVKP�M`IUXTM��-^MZaWVM�ZMN][ML�\W�IKSVW_TMLOM�\PI\�L]M�\W�\PM�UQ`ML�M\PVQK�KWU-
XW[Q\QWV�QV�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM��Q\�_I[�^QZ\]ITTa�QUXW[[QJTM�\W�LZI_�XZMKQ[M�M\PVQK�JW]VLI-
ZQM[��[W�I�X]ZM�VI\QWV�[\I\M�ZMUIQVML�]VNMI[QJTM�

 · +I\KPQVO�]X�_Q\P�?M[\MZV�-]ZWXM�IVL�UWLMZVQbI\QWV���L]M�\W�\PM�I]\WKZI\QK�VI\]ZM�WN �
\PM�[\I\M[���UMIV\�\PM�\WX�LW_V�UWLMZVQbI\QWV�XZWKM[[�IVL�XI\MZVITQ[U�QV�\PM�� th and 
�!th KMV\]ZQM[��,]M�\W�XI\MZVITQ[U��XIZTQIUMV\IZQ[U�ZMUIQVML�QV�IV�QUUI\]ZM�[\I\M�
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 · <PM�NI\M�WN �-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM�PI[�[W�NIZ�JMMV�LMKQLML�Ja�\PM�OZMI\�XW_MZ[��<PM�ZM^W-
T]\QWVIZa�[\Z]OOTM[�NWZ�QVLMXMVLMVKM�WN �\PM�XMWXTM�WN �-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM�IZM�\PMZMNWZM�
failing with tragic consistency.

 · <PM�I_ISMVQVO�WN �VI\QWVIT�[MTN�I_IZMVM[[�PI[�LZI_V�I\\MV\QWV�\W�I[[QUQTI\QWV��6I-
\]ZIT�I[[QUQTI\QWV�\ISM[�XTIKM�QV�U]KP�TIZOMZ�IZMI[�\PIV�NWZKML�I[[QUQTI\QWV��.WZKML�
I[[QUQTI\QWV�PI[�QV\MV[QÅML��QV�_PQKP�\PM�OZMI\�XW_MZ[�XTIaML�I�[QOVQÅKIV\�ZWTM��3W-
UnZWUQ��������

 · ?M�U][\�VW\�NWZOM\�\PM�ZMTQOQW][��LMVWUQVI\QWVIT�Q[[]M�MQ\PMZ��1V�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM��\PM�
[MXIZI\QWV�WN �\PM�?M[\MZV�IVL�-I[\MZV�+P]ZKPM[�KI][ML�\PM�ÅZ[\�UIRWZ�Z]X\]ZM��<PM�
W\PMZ�UIRWZ�TQVM�Q[�JM\_MMV�+PZQ[\QIV[�IVL�5][TQU[��<W�\PQ[�LIa��ZMTQOQW][�LQٺMZMVKM[�
KIV�IT[W�KWV^Ma�XWTQ\QKIT�LQٺMZMVKM[�

 · ,WUQVIV\�QLMI[�PI^M�IT_Ia[�KWUM�NZWU�\PM�?M[\�\W�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM��<PM�NIZ\PMZ�\PM�
IZMI�Q[�NZWU�\PM�[\IZ\QVO�XWQV\��\PM�_MISMZ�Q\[�QUXIK\�Q[��)V�M`KMX\QWV�\W�\PQ[�_I[�5IZ-
`Q[U��_PQKP�_I[�LQ[\WZ\ML�IVL�QV\MV[QÅML�QV�4MVQVQ[U��<PQ[�[a[\MU�WN �QLMI[�LMVQML�
VI\QWVIT�KWV[KQW][VM[[�IVL�[]XXZM[[ML� Q\�_Q\P�\PM�[TWOIV�WN � QV\MZVI\QWVITQ[U��<PQ[�
PMTT�UIKPQVM��J]QT\�QV\W�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXMIV�[WKQM\QM[��M`XTWLML�QV�\PM���th�KMV\]Za��IVL�
its strengthening is still a real threat in our region today.

1\�Q[�KTMIZ�\PI\�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM�Q[�IT[W��QV�W]Z�^QM_��I�PQ[\WZQKIT�KWVKMX\�\PI\�_M�KIV�][M�
NZWU�\PM�MIZTa�5QLLTM�)OM[��I[�WXXW[ML�\W�I�OMWOZIXPQKIT�KWVKMX\�QVLMXMVLMV\�WN �\QUM��<PM�
KWVKMX\�WN �+MV\ZIT�IVL�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM�Q[�IT[W�I�PQ[\WZQKIT�KWVKMX\�\PI\�KIV�JM�LMÅVML�I[�[]KP�
NZWU�\PM���th�KMV\]Za��<PMV�\PW[M�[\I\M[�_MZM�NWZUML�\PI\�XZW\MK\ML�\PM�IZMI[�WN �-]ZWXM�\PI\�
NMTT�_M[\�WN �\PMU�I[�8IVVWVQI�XZW\MK\ML�\PM�:WUIV�-UXQZM�Ja�TQUM[��<PM�[\I\M�NWZUI\QWV[�WN �
0]VOIZa��8WTIVL��\PM�+bMKP�:MX]JTQK��+ZWI\QI�IVL�\PM�*ITSIV[�PI^M�XMZNWZUML�\PQ[�\I[S�QV�
LQٺMZMV\�_Ia[�IVL�]VLMZ�LQٺMZMV\�KWVLQ\QWV[�\PZW]OP�\PM�[\WZU[�WN �PQ[\WZa��<PQ[�Q[�\PM�UIQV�
KPIZIK\MZQ[\QK�IVL�NI\M�WN �+MV\ZIT�IVL�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM�I[�I�ZMOQWV��7N �KW]Z[M��\PQ[�N]VK\QWV�
LWM[�VW\�WVTa� NWTTW_� NZWU�\PM�OMWXWTQ\QKIT� [Q\]I\QWV��<PM� NMI\]ZM[�WN �-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM�PI^M�
KPIVOML�[QVKM�\PM���th�KMV\]Za��I[�\PM�?M[\�IVL�\PM�-I[\�UMM\�PMZM�QV�W]Z�ZMOQWV��<PM�\ZIOMLa�
WN �\PM�PQ[\WZa�WN �\PM�VI\QWV[�TQ^QVO�PMZM��QVKT]LQVO�\PM�0]VOIZQIV�XMWXTM��Q[�\PI\�\PM�K]ZZMV\�
XW_MZ�ÅMTL�PI[�LMKQLML�_PQKP�MٺMK\�[PW]TL�JM�[\ZWVOMZ�

<PQ[�Q[�_Pa�\PM�KPIZIK\MZQ[\QK[�\PI\�WVTa�ZMITTa�KPIZIK\MZQbM�\PQ[�IZMI�PI^M�MUMZOML��0MZM�
IZM�R][\�\PM�UW[\�QUXWZ\IV\"

 · .ZWU�I�[WKQIT�IVL�MKWVWUQK�XWQV\�WN �^QM_��?M[\MZV�-]ZWXM�Q[�KWV[\IV\Ta�SMMXQVO�\PM�
areas to its east to lag behind.

 · 1\�KIV�JM�KTMIZTa�[PW_V��PW_M^MZ��\PI\�\PM�KW]V\ZQM[�WN �\PM�ZMOQWV�PI^M�IT_Ia[�\ZQML�\W�
JZQVO�QV�\PM�LMTIa�QV�LQٺMZMV\�_Ia[��LMXMVLQVO�WV�\PMQZ�[WKQIT�IVL�MKWVWUQK�[Q\]I\QWV�

 · <W� \PQ[� LIa�� \PM�?M[\� PI[� KWV[QLMZML�+MV\ZIT� -]ZWXM��_PQKP� Q[� I� XZW\MK\QWV� bWVM�
IVL�IT[W�I�J]ٺMZ�bWVM��M`KT][Q^MTa�NZWU�\PM�XMZ[XMK\Q^M�WN �Q\[�W_V�XWTQ\QKIT�QV\MZM[\[��
0]VOIZQIV�PQ[\WZa��QVKT]LQVO�\PM�����aMIZ�WTL�<]ZSQ[P�Z]TM��XZW^QLML�OWWL�M`IUXTM[�
of  this.

 · 1\� Q[�IT[W�LQ[IL^IV\IOMW][� NWZ�][� \PI\� \PM� [UITT�VI\QWV[�WN � \PM�IZMI�IZM� R]LOML�IK-
KWZLQVO�\W� \PM� QVÆ]MVKM�WN � \PM�K]ZZMV\�OZMI\�XW_MZ�WN � \PM�ZMOQWV��0W_M^MZ�� \PM[M�
[UITT�VI\QWV[�PI^M�IV�QVLMXMVLMV\�VI\QWVIT�KWV[KQW][VM[[��PI^M�\PMQZ�W_V�PQ[\WZQKIT�
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QLMV\Q\a��IVL�LW�VW\�_IV\�IVL�LW�VW\�IKSVW_TMLOM�\PM�[QUXTQ[\QK�IVL�PWUWOMVQbQVO�
IXXZWIKP�\W�PQ[\WZa�IVL�XWTQ\QK[��<PM�ZMOQWV�JMKIUM�I�^QK\QU�WN �\PQ[�_PMV�\PM�QV\MZ-
VI\QWVIT�XWTQ\QKIT�X]JTQK�KWV[KQW][VM[[�ZMKTI[[QÅML�][�\W�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM�JMKI][M�WN �
\PM�[TWOIV�WN �\PM�[WKQITQ[\�KIUX��0MZM�_M�PI^M�\W�I[S�\PM�QVM^Q\IJTM�Y]M[\QWV�WN �PW_�
to relate to our own history.

0Q[\WZa� Q[� I� XZWKM[[�� <PM� TI[\� LMKILM[� KIVVW\� JM� Z]TML� W]\�� ;WUM� KWV[QLMZ� \PM� TI[\�
PITN �KMV\]Za�I[�I�_ZWVO�LM\W]Z�IVL�JMTQM^M�_M�VMML�\W�OW�JIKS�\W�\PM�[\IZ\QVO�XWQV\��*]\�
\PQ[� Q[� VW\� NMI[QJTM� NWZ� IVa� KW]V\Za� QV� \PM� ZMOQWV�� QVKT]LQVO� ][��<PM� LMKILM[� IN\MZ� �!���
KI][ML� XMZUIVMV\� KPIVOM[� QV� \PM� [\Z]K\]ZM� WN � W]Z� [WKQM\a��7TL�0]VOIZa� PI[� LQ[[WT^ML��
IVL�\PM�PWZQbWV\IT�IVL�^MZ\QKIT�[MOUMV\I\QWV�WN �[WKQM\a�PI[�LQ[IXXMIZML��1V�\PM�UMIV\QUM��
\PM� _WZTL�� QVKT]LQVO� -]ZWXM�� PI[� KPIVOML"� IZ\QÅKQITTa� KZMI\ML� ¹_MTNIZMº� [WKQM\QM[� PI^M�
MUMZOML�QV�?M[\MZV�-]ZWXM��?Q\P�\PMQZ�UI\MZQITTa�WZQMV\ML��WN\MV�PMLWVQ[\QK�[WKQM\a��\PMa�
IZM�IV�M`IUXTM�NWZ�+MV\ZIT�IVL�-I[\MZV�-]ZWXM"�\PM�TM[[�ML]KI\ML�UI[[M[��_PW�KWV[QLMZ�
KWV[]UX\QWV�\PM�UW[\�QUXWZ\IV\��_IV\�\W�NWTTW_�Q\�I\�ITT�KW[\[��M^MV�Ja�TQ^QVO�WV�\PMQZ�W_V�
resources and life.

0W_M^MZ��Q\�Q[�IT[W�I�NIK\�\PI\�Q\�Q[�XZMKQ[MTa�JMKI][M�WN �W]Z�M`XMZQMVKM�QV�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�
IVL�W]Z�PQ[\WZa�\PI\�_M�IZM�IJTM�\W�PWTL�WV�U]KP�UWZM�[\ZWVOTa�\W�\PM�ZWW\[�\PI\�PI^M�PMTL�
][�PMZM�QV�\PM�XI[\�KMV\]ZQM[��UQTTMVVQI��IVL�_PQKP�UIa�UMIV�W]Z�N]\]ZM�

Th e Co n C e p T o f ea s T e r n eu ro p e

<PM�KWVKMX\�WN �+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�PI[�I�^MZa�KWTWZN]T�KWV\MV\��ZIVOQVO�NZWU�\PM�0MZLMZQIV�
KWVKMX\�WN �»JQO�KMV\ZIT��/MZUIV��I]\PWZQ\a¼�\W�\PM�>��KWWXMZI\QWV��5Mb˟���������?PI\�Q[�
KWUUWV�\W�ITT�LMÅVQ\QWV[��PW_M^MZ��Q[�\PM�NIK\�\PI\�\PM�ZMOQWV�Q[�LMÅVML�[QU]T\IVMW][Ta�Ja�
\PM�KWUXTM`Q\a�WN �LQ^MZ[Q\a��\PM�ZM[]T\QVO�\MV[QWV�IVL�_MIT\P��IVL�\PM�IJQTQ\a�\W�KWWXMZI\M��
1\�Q[�KTMIZ�\PI\�\PQ[�Q[�VW\�[QUXTa�I�OMWOZIXPQKIT�KWVKMX\��J]\�I�KWUUWV�K]T\]ZM��I�LM[\QVa��
I[�LM[KZQJML�Ja�5QTIV�3]VLMZI�QV�PQ[�_WZS�»<PM�)JL]K\QWV�WN �\PM�?M[\��WZ�\PM�<ZIOMLa�
WN �+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM¼��<PM�JW]VLIZQM[�WN �\PQ[�IZMI�IZM�»QUIOQVIZa¼��]V\QT�\PM��\aXQKITTa�\ZIOQK��
M^MV\[�WN �PQ[\WZa�ZMY]QZM�\PI\�\PM�JW]VLIZQM[�JM�KTMIZTa�LMÅVML�

<PQ[� Q[�_PMV�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�ZMITTa�OZW_[�[\ZWVOMZ��ZMXZM[MV\QVO�IV�QLMI�WN �KWUUWV�
^IT]M["� QV� \PM�_WZL[� WN �<QUW\Pa�/IZ\WV�)[P�� I� SQVL� WN � »[XQZQ\]IT� SQVOLWU¼� MUMZOM[� QV�
PQ[\WZa��<PM�_WZL[�WN �\PQ[�SQVOLWU�IZM�WN\MV�PMIZL�VW\�QV�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM��J]\�ZI\PMZ�QV�
+IUJZQLOM��.ZMQJ]ZO�WZ�IVW\PMZ�KWV\QVMV\��<PQVS��NWZ�M`IUXTM��WN �\PM�ZMKMV\�+MV\ZIT�-]-
ZWXMIVVM[[�WN �4]L_QO�?Q\\OMV[\MQV��0IV[�3MT[MV��-LU]VL�0][[MZT��0MZbT�<Q^ILIZ��5IZ\QV�
*]JMZ��WZ�-LMZ�<MTTMZ��5IaJM�Q\�Q[�VW\�M^MV�XW[[QJTM�\W�I[S�_PM\PMZ�[WUM\PQVO�WZ�[WUMWVM�Q[�
+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXMIV'�:I\PMZ��\PM�Y]M[\QWV�[PW]TL�JM��\W�_PI\�M`\MV\�Q[�Q\�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXMIV'�
)N\MZ�ITT��W]Z�KWUUWV�K]T\]ZM�VW_�XMZUMI\M[�\PM�_PWTM�_WZTL�\W�[WUM�LMOZMM�

)\�\PM�[IUM�\QUM��WN �KW]Z[M��\PMZM�IZM�IZMI[�\PI\�KIV�JM�LM[KZQJML�QV�\MZU[�WN �OMWOZIXP-
QKIT�IVL�K]T\]ZIT�QLMV\Q\a��_PMZM�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�I[�IV�QLMI�WN �KWUUWV�^IT]M�Q[�QVKZMI[QVOTa�
XZM[MV\� �5~LW[���������1\� Q[�_WZ\P�ZMKITTQVO�[WUM�WN �\PM�\PW]OP\[�WN �/a�ZOa�3WVZnL�WV�
\PM�Q[[]M��_PW��I[�I�\Z]M�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXMIV��LQ[K][[M[�KWUUWV�PWZZWZ[�IVL�KWUUWV�^IT]M[�
L]ZQVO�\PM�KPIVOM�WN �ZMOQUM��3WVZnL���!!����
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5I[[�K]T\]ZM[�IZM�VI\QWVIT��<PM�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXMIV�LZMIU�Q[�VW\�I�UI[[�K]T\]ZIT�XPMVWUM-
VWV��J]\�ZI\PMZ�ZWUIV\QK�IVL�[]J^MZ[Q^M��<PM�KWVKMX\�WN �+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�ITZMILa�\ZIV[KMVL[�
IVL�Y]M[\QWV[� \PM�JW]VLIZQM[�WN � \PM�IZMI��<PMZM� Q[�-I[\MZV�IVL� \PMZM� Q[�?M[\MZV�+MV\ZIT�
-]ZWXM�� \PM�KWPM[QWV�JM\_MMV� \PMU� Q[�LMMXMZ��_PQTM� \PMQZ� [MXIZI\QWV� NZWU�MIKP�W\PMZ� Q[�I�
TM[[�[QOVQÅKIV\�PQ[\WZQKIT�XPMVWUMVWV��+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�[\QTT�M`Q[\[�I[�I�\I[S�NWZ�\PW[M�_PW�TQ^M�
\PMZM��\I[S[�\PI\�PI^M�M`Q[\ML�NWZ�I�\PW][IVL�aMIZ[�LW�VW\�\MVL�\W�LQ[IXXMIZ�_Q\PW]\�I�\ZIKM��
0W_�KIV�VI\QWV[�TQ^QVO�QV�QV\MZUQVOTQVO�TMIZV�\W�TQ^M�\WOM\PMZ�XMIKMN]TTa'�,Q^MZ[Q\a�Q[�OQ^MV#�
QN �_M�IKKMX\�ZMITQ\a��_M�_QTT�ZM[XMK\�W]Z�LQ^MZ[Q\a��-`XIVLQVO�QV�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXMIV�K]T\]ZM�Q[�I�
VI\]ZIT�_Ia�NWZ�][��<PM�JM\\MZ�_M�SVW_�MIKP�W\PMZ��W]Z�VMQOPJWZ[��\PM�UWZM�_M�IZM�+MV\ZIT�
-]ZWXMIV[#�VW\�[W�U]KP�\PZW]OP�JQZ\P�J]\�\PZW]OP�TMIZVQVO��?PW�LWM[�VW\�_IV\�\W�OM\�\W�
SVW_�PQ[�VMQOPJWZ[�JMKWUM[�K]T\]ZITTa�_MISMVML��?M�UW[\Ta�_MV\�NIZ�\W�[\]La��WUQ\\QVO�MIKP�
W\PMZ�_Q\P�W]Z�I\\MV\QWV�JMKI][M�_M�JMTQM^ML�_M�_MZM�]VLMZLM^MTWXML��?M�NMT\�\PI\�[WUMWVM�
TQSM�][�KW]TLV¼\�JM�QV\MZM[\QVO��<PM�UWZM�_M�OM\�ZQL�WN �W]Z�UQVWZQ\a�KWV[KQW][VM[[��\PM�UWZM�
_M�KIV�UIZ^MT�I\�MIKP�W\PMZ��<WLIa�_M�IZM�[\QTT�I�TQ\\TM�I[PIUML�WN �MIKP�W\PMZ�I[�I�XWWZ�ZMTI-
\Q^M��=V\QT�_M�LQ[KW^MZ�MIKP�W\PMZ��_M�_QTT�ZMUIQV�XZW^QVKQIT�

?PI\� Q[�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXMIV� [\ZI\MOa'� 1\� Q[� \PM� [\ZI\MOa�WN �]VLMZ[\IVLQVO��<PM�UWZM�_M�
ZMITQbM�PW_�QV\MZM[\QVO�W]Z�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXMIV�VMQOPJWZ[�ZMITTa�IZM��\PM�UWZM�QV\MZM[\QVO�_M�
JMKWUM��+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�_QTT�M`Q[\�\W�\PM�M`\MV\�Q\�JMKWUM[�IV�Q[[]M�\W�Q\[MTN��1\�Q[�IV�I\\ZIK\Q^M�
QV\MZM[\�QV�\PM�UIVa�XZW[XMZQ\QM[�IVL�]VPIXXQVM[[�WN �\PM�XMWXTM�WN �\PM�,IV]JM�JI[QV��?PW�
KIV�KZMI\M�JITIVKM�IVL�PW_�JM\_MMV�-I[\�IVL�?M[\'�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXMIV�4Q\MZI\]ZM"�-I[\�?M[\�
or West-East Literature. The East we are analyzing is within us. The westerner who analyzes 
Q[�IT[W�_Q\PQV�][��?Q\P�W]Z�MI[\MZV�[QLM��_M�UWKS�W]Z�_M[\MZV�[QLM�IVL�^QKM�^MZ[I��3WVZnL��
�! ���

<P][�_M�KIV�JM�[]ZM�\PI\�W]Z�ZMOQWV�K]T\]ZM�Q[�VW\�[WUM�ÅK\QWV�WZ��I[�8M\MZ�0IVLSM�X]\�Q\��
I�¼UM\MWZWTWOQKIT�KWVKMX\¼��1V�W]Z�ZMOQWV��\PM�XI[\�PI[�VM^MZ�JMMV�KWUXTM\MTa�MZI[ML�JMKI][M�
Q\�¼JTMML[�\PM�NIJZQK�WN �PQ[\WZa¼�W^MZ�IVL�W^MZ�IOIQV��?M�TQ^M�PMZM�NZWU�\PQ[�XI[\��\PM�XI[\�JI[ML�
WV�KTI[[QKIT�K]T\]ZM�IVL�+PZQ[\QIVQ\a��<PQ[�Q[�I�ZMXM\Q\Q^M�XZWKM[[�QV�PQ[\WZa��1V�ILLQ\QWV�\W�\PM�
VMML�NWZ�MKWVWUQK�KWWXMZI\QWV��I�\PZMIL�Q[�MUMZOQVO�\PI\�[MMU[�\W�JM�_MIS�J]\�Q\�Q[�ZMITTa�
[\ZWVO��<PQ[�\PZMIL�Q[�\PM�IZMI�WN �2]LMW�+PZQ[\QIV�LQKPW\WUa�IVL�WZOIVQK�]VQ\a��?M�_QTT�TWWS�
I\�I�UQVWZ�I[XMK\�WN �\PQ[�IN\MZ�\PM�<ZMI\a�WN �<ZQIVWV�

an e x a M p l e:  Ce n T r a l eu ro p e a s  a  “sp I r I T ua l kI n G D o M” a n D T h e 
vaT I C a n DI p lo M aC y

<PM�\ZMI\QM[�\PI\��IXXIZMV\Ta��MVLML�?WZTL�?IZ�1�VW\�WVTa�N]VLIUMV\ITTa�ZM_ZW\M�\PM�NI\M�WN �
QVLQ^QL]IT�VI\QWV[�IVL�KW]V\ZQM[��J]\�IT[W�KI][ML�[MZQW][�\ZI]UI�\W�\PM�KP]ZKPM[��<PM�LQ[QV-
\MOZI\QWV�WN �\PM�)][\ZW�0]VOIZQIV�UWVIZKPa�UMIV\�VW\�WVTa�\PM�MVL�WN �IV�MKWVWUQK�XW_MZ��
J]\�IT[W�\PM�LQ[QV\MOZI\QWV�WN �\PM�ZMOQWV¼[�U]T\Q�KWTWZML�J]\�\WTMZIV\�ZMTQOQW][�]VQ\a��)TT�\PQ[�_I[�
XIZ\QK]TIZTa�LM\ZQUMV\IT�\W�+I\PWTQKQ[U��IVL�\PMZMNWZM�\W�>I\QKIV�XWTQ\QK[��)KKWZLQVO�\W�>I\Q-
KIV�LQXTWUI\�2nVW[�+[Q[bnZQS��\PM�ZMOQWV¼[�>I\QKIV�LQXTWUI\QK�VM\_WZS[��_PQKP�PI^M�LM^MTWXML�
W^MZ�\PM�KMV\]ZQM[��PI^M�JMMV�ZMXTIKML�Ja�TI_aMZ[�IVL�RW]ZVITQ[\[��*MZ\ITIV·+[Q[bnZQS���������
[W�UIQV\IQVQVO�ZMTQOQW][�]VQ\a�IVL�XMIKM�PI[�JMMV�I�UIRWZ�KPITTMVOM�NWZ�ITT�KP]ZKP�IK\WZ[�
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<PM�KWV^MZ[I\QWV�ZMKWZLML�Ja�+[Q[bnZQS�QTT][\ZI\M[�\PQ[�[Q\]I\QWV�XMZNMK\Ta"
¹?PMV�\PM�ÅZ[\�.ZMVKP�IUJI[[ILWZ�ILLZM[[ML�PQ[�[MTN�QV\ZWL]K\WZa�[XMMKP�\W�\PM�8WXM��5[OZ�+IVITQ�KWV�
\QV]ML��\PMV��\PM�IUJI[[ILWZ�QV�PQ[�[XMMKP�KITTML�\PM�TWVO�Z]VVQVO�IVL�WJRMK\QWVIJTM�K]T\�TI_[�QV\IVOQJTM��
IVL�0Q[�0WTQVM[[�ZM[XWVLML�\W�\PQ[�[XMMKP��_PQKP�_I[�K][\WUIZQTa�XZM[MV\ML�\W�PQU�QV�IL^IVKM��_Q\PW]\�
ZMIK\QVO�\W�\PM�QUXMZ\QVMVKM�WN �\PM�.ZMVKP�IUJI[[ILWZ��_Q\P�\PM�OTWZQÅKI\QWV�WN �.ZIVKM��1�_I[�IV�MIZ�_Q\�
VM[[�WN �\PQ[�[KMVM�_Q\P�OZMI\�[ILVM[[���5[OZ��+IVITQ�Q[�\PM�KMZMUWVQIT�[MKZM\IZa�WN �\PM�KWVOZMOI\QW�IVL��I[�
[]KP��Q[�IT_Ia[�IV�QUXMKKIJTM�_Q\VM[[�I\�\PM�ZMKMX\QWV�WN �PMIL[�WN �[\I\M�I\�TIZOM�LQXTWUI\QK�XZM[MV\I\QWV[���
0W_M^MZ��5[OZ�+IVITQ�KWV\QV]ML��1�_I[�R][\�W]\ZIOML�Ja�_PI\�1�IU�\MTTQVO�VW_"�7V�WVM�WKKI[QWV�\PM�
_PWTM�LQXTWUI\QK�KWZX[�_I[�OI\PMZML�\W�IXXMIZ�JMNWZM�\PM�]VLMZ[MKZM\IZa��\PM�+IZLQVIT��*]\�Q\¼[�OWWL�\PI\�
aW]�LQLV¼\�PI^M�\W�JM�\PMZM�aW]Z[MTN��5[OZ���JMKI][M�IXIZ\�NZWU�[WUM�M`KMTTMV\�XMZ[WVITQ\QM[��\PI\�Q[��IXIZ\�
NZWU�aW]Z�IUJI[[ILWZ��_PW�Q[�IV�QUXMKKIJTM�OMV\TMUIV��Q\�_I[�I�\MZZQJTa�UQ`ML�KWUXIVa��1\�_I[�N]TT�WN �
RW]ZVITQ[\[��TI_aMZ[�IVL�W\PMZ�VW\�^MZa�OMV\TMUIVTQSM�MTMUMV\��)[�PM�_MV\�JMNWZM�\PM�KWUXIVa��\PM�+IZLQVIT�
=VLMZ[MKZM\IZa�LMKTIZML�_Q\P�LMTQOP\"�?PI\�_W]TL�;\��8M\MZ��_PW�_I[�[]ZZW]VLML�Ja�[WUM�XWWZ�Å[PMZUIV��
[Ia�QN �PM�[I_�\PQ[�JZQOP\�KWVOZMOI\QWV'	�1V�\PM�>I\QKIV��\PMa�IZM�\ZMUJTQVO�I\�\PM�\PW]OP\�\PI\�\PM�V]UJMZ�
WN � ZMXZM[MV\I\QWV[� KW]TL�LMKZMI[M��;WUM\QUM[� \PMa�IZM�UWZM�_QTTQVO� \W�UISM� QVKWUXZMPMV[QJTM� [IKZQÅKM[��
J]\�TM\�\PI\�VW\�PIXXMV��)XIZ\�NZWU�.ZIVKM��8WZ\]OIT�IVL�\PM�+bMKPW[TW^IS�:MX]JTQK�IZM�KTI[[QK�M`IUXTM[�
WN �\PQ[��<PM�UWZM�ZMKSTM[[�\PM�IUJI[[ILWZ[�IZM��\PM�UWZM�\PMa�IKPQM^M��*]\�_QTT�aW]Z�IUJI[[ILWZ�\MTT�UM��
+IVITQ�KWV\QV]ML��_PI\�aW]�IZM�VW_�KWUXTIQVQVO�IJW]\'�º�6W�LW]J\�PM�_QTT�\MTT�\PI\��1�[IQL��M`KMX\�\PI\�
PM�Q[�VW\�^MZa�[QUQTIZ�\W�PQ[�KWTTMIO]M[�QV�_WZSQVO�_Q\P�\PM�[IUM�ZMKSTM[[VM[[��+IVITQ�\PMV�_MV\�WV�\W�[Ia"�
\PM�+bMKP�IUJI[[ILWZ��8ITTQMZ��Q[�[IQL�\W�JM�I�5I[WV��<PM�QVL]TOMV\�KIV�MI[QTa�JM�VMOTMK\ML�PMZM��6WJQTQ\a�
Q[�VW\�^MZa�[]Q\IJTM�NWZ�IKPQM^QVO�OZMI\�ZM[]T\[��1V�^IQV�LQL�aW]Z�IUJI[[ILWZ�QV�I�KWUXIVa�JWI[\�\PI\�PM�
_I[�\PM�VQKM[\�ZMXZM[MV\I\Q^M�QV�\PM�WٻKM�VM`\�\W�\PM�0WTa�;MM��<PM�TM[[�]X[KITM�IZM�MI[QMZ�\W�XZW[XMZ��<PM�
+bMKP�IUJI[[ILWZ�Q[�KWV[\IV\Ta�QV�\PM�>I\QKIV�IVL�^MZa�WN\MV�^Q[Q\[�\PM�KIZLQVIT[�WN �\PM�KWVOZMOI\QWV�º�
�*MZ\ITIV·+[Q[bnZQS�������

1V�\PQ[�VM_��KWV[\IV\Ta�KPIVOQVO�[Q\]I\QWV��+I\PWTQK�LQXTWUIKa�PIL�I�P]OM�\I[S#�IVL�
\PM�IZ\QK]TI\QWV�WN �XW[Q\QWV[�WV�NIQ\P�IVL�[WKQM\a�PI[�JMKWUM�IV�QVM^Q\IJTM�\I[S��>I\QKIV�
XWTQ\QK[�QV�\PM�XMZQWL�JM\_MMV�\PM�\_W�?WZTL�?IZ[�_I[�_MTT�KPIZIK\MZQbML�Ja�\PM�XIXIT�
MVKaKTQKIT[�IVL�KQZK]TIZ[�Q[[]ML�I\�\PI\�\QUM��<PM�[\IZ\QVO�XWQV\�Q[�\PM�[]ٺMZQVO�WN �\PM�_WZ-
TL��WVM�WN �\PM�KI][M[�WN �_PQKP��IKKWZLQVO�\W�>I\QKIV�LQXTWUIKa��Q[�\PM�KZQ[Q[�WN �QLMV\Q\a�
QV�-]ZWXM��<PM�>I\QKIV�PI[�ZQOP\Ta�QLMV\QÅML�\PM�XZWJTMU�I[�I�OTWJIT��QLMWTWOQKIT�[WKQIT�
XZWJTMU��\PMZMNWZM�\PM�[WT]\QWV�U][\�JM�IT[W�OTWJIT��)\�\PM�[IUM�\QUM��PW_M^MZ��Q\�_I[�IT[W�
QLMV\QÅML���IT\PW]OP�Q\�_I[�VM^MZ�[PIZXTa�IZ\QK]TI\ML���\PI\�WVM�WN �\PM�ZWW\[�WN �\PM�XZWJTMU�
_I[�QV�+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM��QV�\PM�LQ[QV\MOZI\QWV�WN �\PM�XZM^QW][Ta�MٺMK\Q^M�)][\ZW�0]VOIZQIV�
5WVIZKPa�

.ZWU��!���\W��!����8WXM�*MVMLQK\�@>�Q[[]ML�\_MT^M�MVKaKTQKIT[�_Q\P�\PM� NWTTW_QVO�
\Q\TM["�)L�JMI\Q[[QUQ�IXW[\WTWZ]U��0]UIVQ�OMVMZQ[�ZMLMUX\QWVMU��9]WL�QIU�LQ]��1V�PIK�
\IV\I��8I\MZVW� QIU�LQ]��8IKMU��,MQ�U]V][�X]TKPMZZQU]U��;XQZQ\][�8IZIKTQ\][��8ZQVKQXQ�
IXW[\WTWZ]U�8M\ZW��)VV][�QIU�XTMV][��;IKZI�XZWXMLQMU�

<PM� \WXQK[� WN � \PM� MVKaKTQKIT[�_MZM"�)XXMITQVO� NWZ�8MIKM��8ZWKTIQUQVO� \PM�?WZL�WN �
/WL��7V�\PM�N]\]ZM�XMIKM�KWVNMZMVKM��;\��*WVQNIKM��+PQTLZMV�WN �+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM��8MIKM�
IVL�+PZQ[\QIV�:MKWVKQTQI\QWV��7N �;\��2MZWUM��;\��-XPZIQU�WN �;aZQI��+PQTLZMV�WN �+MV\ZIT�
-]ZWXM��<PQZL�7ZLMZ�WN �;IQV\�.ZIVKQ[��7N �,IV\M��7N �;\��,WUQVQK�
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Nándor Birher, Péter Bertalan, Ákos Jezsó: Central Europe is not Just a ’Meteorological ...

1\�Q[�KTMIZ�NZWU�\PM�TQ[\�\PI\�*MVMLQK\�@>�LMIT\�_Q\P�JW\P�[XQZQ\]IT�IVL�LQZMK\�XWTQ\QKIT�
issues it is also noticeable that he accurately listed the threats to the world. For our subject 
Q\�Q[�WN �XIZ\QK]TIZ�QUXWZ\IVKM�\PI\�QV�\PM�MVKaKTQKIT[�9]WL�QIU�LQ]��*MVMLQK\�@>���!� ��
IVL�8I\MZVW�QIU�LQ]��\PM�8WXM�IT[W�[XWSM�M`XTQKQ\Ta�IJW]\�\PM�XMWXTM�WN �+MV\ZIT�-]ZWXM�
IVL�\PM�XMIKM�\ZMI\a�I\�\PM�MVL�WN �?WZTL�?IZ�1��0M�[\ZM[[ML�QV�\PM[M�LWK]UMV\[�\PI\�\PM�
LM[QZML� XMIKM�_I[� WVTa� XIZ\QITTa� IKPQM^ML�� I[� \PMZM� IZM� [\QTT� [MZQW][� [WKQIT� IVL� [WKQM\IT�
\MV[QWV[� QV� MIKP� KW]V\Za��0M� MUXPI[QbML� \PI\� \PM� [WT]\QWV� ZMY]QZML� VW\� WVTa� XWTQ\QKIT�
IK\QWV�J]\�IT[W�\Z]M�ZMTQOQW[Q\a�IVL�R][\QKM�QV�\PM�+PZQ[\QIV�[MV[M��I[�¼LMKQ[QWV[�WN �]VXZMKM-
LMV\ML�LMX\P¼�U][\�JM�UILM�QV�\PM�NWZU]TI\QWV�WN �XMIKM�\ZMI\QM[��<PM�8WXM�[\ZM[[ML�\PI\�
WVTa�+PZQ[\QIV�[XQZQ\]ITQ\a�KW]TL�JM�\PM�NW]VLI\QWV�\PI\�KZMI\M[�]VQ\a�IUWVO�VI\QWV[��R][\�
I[�Q\�LQL�IN\MZ�\PM�NITT�WN �\PM�:WUIV�-UXQZM�.

1\�_I[�KTMIZ� \W� \PM�>I\QKIV�LQXTWUIKa� \PI\�I�]VQÅML�XWTQ\QKIT�LQZMK\QWV�_I[�VMMLML��
JI[ML�WV�\PM�^IT]M[�WN �+PZQ[\QIVQ\a��<PQ[�I[XQZI\QWV� Q[�IT[W�\PM�NW]VLI\QWV�WN �+PZQ[\QIV�
[WKQIT�\MIKPQVO�IVL�+PZQ[\QIV�[WKQITQ[\��+PZQ[\QIV�,MUWKZI\QK�XIZ\QM[��IVL�Q\�_QTT�JM�I�N]VL-
IUMV\IT�^IT]M�WN �\PM�MUMZOQVO�-]ZWXMIV�KWUU]VQ\a�

)T\PW]OP�5IZ`Q[U�\ZQ]UXPML�QV�\PM�NWZUI\QWV�WN �[WKQIT�WZLMZ�QV�̂ IZQW][�NWZU[��+PZQ[-
\QIV�^IT]M[�ZMUIQVML�]VI^WQLIJTM�

¹+WZZ]X\QWV�_I[�VW\�WVTa�KWUUWV�QV�\PM�QVL][\ZQIT�KTI[[�WN �TIZOM�KQ\QM[�·�other classes 
IT[W�LM^QI\ML�NZWU�\PM�XI\P[�WN �\PM�WTL�WZLMZ�IVL�TI_��6W\�WVTa�LQL�I�KMZ\IQV�[W�KITTML�ML]-
KI\ML�KTI[[M[�IL^IVKM�QV�JW]VLTM[[�QUUWZITQ\a��J]\�Q\�IT[W�IZUML�Q\[MTN �_Q\P�\PM�_MIXWV[�
WN �NIT[M�[KPWTIZ[PQX�\W�TMVL�\PM�IXXMIZIVKM�WN �TI_�\W�Q\[�]VOWLTa�KW]Z[M�WN �IK\QWV��<PM�
XMWXTM�WN �\PM[M�KTI[[M[�KW]TL�VW\�[\IVL�\PM�M`\MZVIT�[\I\M�WZLMZ��IVL�QV�WZLMZ�\W�LM[\ZWa�Q\��
\PMa�ÅZ[\�PIL�\W�I\\IKS�\PM�+PZQ[\QIV�ZMTQOQWVº �;KPIMٺMZ��������

1\�_I[�XZMKQ[MTa�JMKI][M�WN �\PM�ZWTM�WN �\PM�UWZIT�NWZKM�\PI\�Q\�JMKIUM�KTMIZ�\PI\�\PM�
[\I\M�ITWVM�_I[�QVKIXIJTM�WN �ZM[WT^QVO�\PM�[WKQIT�Q[[]M��1V[\MIL�WN �ZMTQOQWV��5IZ`¼[�\PMWZa�
JMKIUM�UWZM�IVL�UWZM�I�UWZIT�O]QLMTQVM��)\�\PM�[IUM�\QUM��QV�[WKQIT�UI\\MZ[��\PM�KP]ZKP�
U][\�IK\�I]\WVWUW][Ta��<PM�8WXM�LMKTIZML�\PI\�QV�QVL][\Za�UIV�Q[�\ZMI\ML�I[�I�UIKPQVM�
IVL�\PMa�\Za�\W�¹WXMZI\Mº�Q\�I[�KPMIXTa�I[�XW[[QJTM��<PM�KP]ZKP��WV�\PM�W\PMZ�PIVL��[MM[�
\PM�QUIOM�WN �/WL�QV�UIV��<PQ[�KIV�JM�\PM�JI[Q[�WN �\Z]M�P]UIV�LQOVQ\a�IVL�\PM�[WT]\QWV�\W�
\PM�[WKQIT�Q[[]M��7VTa�\PM�KWUU]VQ\a�\PI\�IKKMX\[�IVL�M`XMZQMVKM[�\PI\�UIV�Q[�I�KZMI\]ZM��
I�KPQTL�WN �/WL��KIV�ZMKWOVQbM�\PM�\Z]M�M[[MVKM�WN �P]UIV�LQOVQ\a��?M�KIVVW\�ITTW_��PM�
[\I\M[��\PM�KWUU]VQ\a�WN �XMWXTM�\W�JM�ZMXTIKML�Ja�\PM�KWUU]VQ\a�WN �UWVMa��¼0W_�KW]TL�
\PM�[W�KITTML�P]UIV�ZQOP\[�LMÅVML�QV�\PM�KWV[\Q\]\QWV[��WN �_PQKP�\PM�_WZSMZ�OM\[�[W�TQ\\TM�
I[�TWVO�I[�\PM�XW_MZ�WN �UWVMa�WXXZM[[M[�[WKQIT�P]UIV�ZQOP\[��PMTX�]['¼�?WZSMZ[�VMML�\W�
JM�OQ^MV�\PMQZ�W_V�_IOM[��XZQ^I\M�XZWXMZ\a�Q[�VW\�WVTa�I�ZQOP\�J]\�IT[W�I�L]\a�\W_IZL[�\PM�
W\PMZ�XMZ[WV��0W_M^MZ��\PM�JI[Q[�WN �ITT�\PQ[�KIV�WVTa�JM�X]ZM�UWZITQ\a��1LMITTa��¼\PM�UI\MZQIT�
[\ZMVO\P�QV^M[\ML�QV�_WZS�ZIQ[M[�UWZIT�[\ZMVO\P�¼��;KPIMٺMZ������"��!��

7VM�WN �\PM�UIRWZ�KI][M[�WN �\PM�XW[\�?WZTL�?IZ�1�KPIW[��[WKQIT�IVL�XWTQ\QKIT�KI\I[\ZW-
XPM[��_I[�\PM�[\ZMVO\PMVQVO�WN �[WKQITQ[\��KWUU]VQ[\�M\PQK[�IOIQV[\�+PZQ[\QIV�M\PQK[��0W_-
M^MZ�� \PM� [WKQITQ[\� [\I\M� NWZUI\QWV[� \PI\�M`Q[\ML� NWZ�WVTa�I� [PWZ\� \QUM�WVTa�JZW]OP\�M^MV�
UWZM�JTWWL�IVL�XW^MZ\a��<PM�MKKTM[QI[\QKIT�ZM[XWV[M�\W�Q\�_I[�_WZSML�W]\�Ja�8WXM�8Q][�@1�
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sT I l l  re l e va n T To Day:  re l I G I o u s un I T y a n D pe aC e,  so C I a l 
va lu e s a n D T h e proT e C T I o n of Cr e aT u r e s – en C yC l I C a l s

8WXM�8Q][�@1��M`XMZQMVKQVO�\PM�UIVa�[IKZQÅKM[�ZM[]T\QVO�NZWU�_WZTL�]VZM[\��LZM_�I\\MV\QWV�
QV��!� �\W�\PM�NIK\�\PI\�WVTa�I�KWUUWV�ZMTQOQW][�KWV^QK\QWV�KW]TL�XZM[MZ^M�I�[\I\M�WN �NZIOQTM�
XMIKM��1V�\PM�MVKaKTQKIT�KITTML�5WZ\ITQ]U�IVQUW[��WV�¹8ZWUW\QVO�<Z]M�:MTQOQW][�=VQ\aº��PM�
_ZW\M"�¹°WN �[\ZMVO\PMVQVO�IVL�WN �M`\MVLQVO�\W�\PM�KWUUWV�_MTNIZM�WN �P]UIV�[WKQM\a�\PI\�NZI\MZVIT�ZMTI\QWV�
[PQX�_PQKP�JQVL[�IVL�]VQ\M[�][�\WOM\PMZ��IVL�_PQKP�Q[�I�KWV[MY]MVKM�WN �W]Z�KWUUWV�WZQOQV�IVL�VI\]ZM��.WZ�[QVKM�
\PM�VI\QWV[�LW�VW\�aM\�N]TTa�MVRWa�\PM�NZ]Q\[�WN �XMIKM���QVLMML�ZI\PMZ�LW�WTL�IVL�VM_�LQ[IOZMMUMV\[�QV�^IZQW][�
XTIKM[�JZMIS�NWZ\P�QV\W�[MLQ\QWV�IVL�KQ^QK�[\ZQNM���IVL�[QVKM�WV�\PM�W\PMZ�PIVL�UIVa�LQ[X]\M[�_PQKP�KWVKMZV�\PM�
\ZIVY]QTTQ\a�IVL�XZW[XMZQ\a�WN �VI\QWV[�KIVVW\�JM�[M\\TML�_Q\PW]\�\PM�IK\Q^M�KWVK]ZZMVKM�IVL�PMTX�WN �\PW[M�_PW�Z]TM�
\PM�;\I\M[�IVL�XZWUW\M�\PMQZ�QV\MZM[\[��Q\�Q[�MI[QTa�]VLMZ[\WWL��IVL�\PM�UWZM�[W�JMKI][M�VWVM�VW_�LQ[X]\M�\PM�]VQ\a�
WN �\PM�P]UIV�ZIKM��_Pa�UIVa�LM[QZM�\PI\�\PM�^IZQW][�VI\QWV[��QV[XQZML�Ja�\PQ[�]VQ^MZ[IT�SQV[PQX��[PW]TL�LIQTa�
JM�UWZM�KTW[MTa�]VQ\ML�WVM�\W�IVW\PMZ��)�[QUQTIZ�WJRMK\�Q[�IQUML�I\�Ja�[WUM��QV�\PW[M�UI\\MZ[�_PQKP�KWVKMZV�\PM�
6M_�4I_�XZWU]TOI\ML�Ja�+PZQ[\�W]Z�4WZL��.WZ�[QVKM�\PMa�PWTL�Q\�NWZ�KMZ\IQV�\PI\�UMV�LM[\Q\]\M�WN �ITT�ZMTQOQW][�
[MV[M�IZM�^MZa�ZIZMTa�\W�JM�NW]VL��\PMa�[MMU�\W�PI^M�NW]VLML�WV�\PI\�JMTQMN �I�PWXM�\PI\�\PM�VI\QWV[��IT\PW]OP�\PMa�
LQٺMZ�IUWVO�\PMU[MT^M[�QV�KMZ\IQV�ZMTQOQW][�UI\\MZ[��_QTT�_Q\PW]\�U]KP�LQٻK]T\a�KWUM�\W�IOZMM�I[�JZM\PZMV�QV�
XZWNM[[QVO�KMZ\IQV�LWK\ZQVM[��_PQKP�NWZU�I[�Q\�_MZM�I�KWUUWV�JI[Q[�WN �\PM�[XQZQ\]IT�TQNM�º �8Q][�@1���!� ��
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